RETREAT AND PURSUIT.                       2/Q

Bragg was now retreating, and Sherman adding other
troops to his own was in pursuit. Jeff. C. Davis had hur-
ried across the Chickamauga by the Pontoon Bridge, to the
depot. Howard had reported to Sherman, and was ordered
to repair another bridge over the Chickamauga and then
to go on and join Davis. It was impossible to repair the
bridges, however, so the crossings had to be made by pon-
toons. Davis reached the depot only to find it in flames,
with the enemy intrenched just beyond. The Rebels
were quickly put to flight and many valuable stores
rescued.

Sherman, with Davis and Howard, pressed on till
nightfall, engaging the rear guard of the Rebels just
at dark. Next day he reached Greysville, where'he was
joined by Palmer's Corps, and where he could hear
Hooker's guns at Ringgold. Then he turned eastward, to
keep Longstreet from rejoining Bragg, leaving the pursuit
of Bragg to Hooker. Howard was sent to Parker's Gap,
to destroy the Dal.ton and Cleveland Railroad, a task that
was promptly and thoroughly performed. Word now came
from Hooker that he wanted Sherman to hurry forward
and turn the enemy's position in the mountain passes
near Ringgold. This was at this very moment being done
by Howard, and when Sherman reached Ringgold he
found that the Rebels had abandoned the Chickamauga
Valley and the State of Tennessee. Howard by Sherman's
request was now sent on to Cleveland, East Tennessee;
and on the 3Oth to Charleston, where he put the enemy
to flight and captured valuable stores. Thus ended the
first part of this memorable campaign, with losses to
Sherman's ow.n corps of 258 killed, 1,257 wounded and
211 missing, and with incalculable benefits to the Union
cause.icinity it is probable that non-com-
